Hong Kong, March 7th, 2000

Hi Gavin

Again there is not that much to talk about. Perhaps not too much happens in Hong Kong these days. Tomorrow is Budget day when the Financial Secretary outlines expenses for the coming year and when the income is to come from. There has been a lot of talk about raising taxes, and as I mentioned last time, the introduction of a GST tax. But there is so much opposition to GST, particularly as it will be felt by the poorest people who can least afford extra spending in the present harder economic times. So I will be surprised if he introduces GST. However, from leaks (official or otherwise) it seems that motorists are going to get hit – again! Annual vehicle registrations are set to increase by 60% and driving license fees will also go up. Because of this, there were long queues of people yesterday outside transport department offices re-registering vehicles at the lower rates (you can re-register up to 4 months before the current year’s registration expires). Probably others will be doing the same today as well.

There was also a frenzy of activity to get forms for investing in a new Internet share issue. Thousands of people queuing outside the few banks distributing and collecting forms. Chaos!

There was a big heroin haul in HK a few days ago – the biggest this year. The seizures seem to be getting bigger and bigger!

The weather year has been quite cold (for HK) with maximum temperatures down to about 14OC. But within 2 days they increased to about 24OC – from needing heating to needing air-conditioning almost. Getting cooler again now. But this is typical at this time of the year as the cold fronts from the North and the warm fronts from the South pass over. Soon it will be only the warm fronts over HK. 

You have probably heard that Team NZ won the finals of the America’s Cup yachting 5-0 in the best-of-nine series against an Italian team (who beat all the other challengers to reach the finals). They were certainly impressive in they way they won. For the last race, the skipper (who had just equaled a100-year old record for the most consecutive number of wins (9) and so could have beaten this record) stepped aside and let his young understudy take over to get race experience. And so the Auckland Yacht Club will retain the cup until the next competition in 2003.

A funny (= ‘unusual’ not ‘ha-ha’) thing happened yesterday. I had just started to print something in the office when I saw something out of the corner of my eye. I turned around and saw a gecko frantically trying to climb up the paper and out of the printer while the paper was being pulled down into the machine. Couldn’t stop the printing. Fortunately the gecko managed to get up and fall safely over the side of the printer. And lucky for me as I would not have liked to get a printer with a squashed gecko in the works.

Another less-than-perfect run/hike last Saturday. This time it was the injured hip from the previous week that caused the problems. The first 1½ hours from Kei Ling Ha to Hoi Ha was OK (time same as previous run) but then started to get slower. And going up a long but fairly gentle hill which I normally fly up, I had to keep sitting down to rest. Nearly went to sleep once. Once down from the hill (down ‘Jacob’s ladder’) I gave up and instead of running back to the main road I hitch hiked. Got a lift with the fourth vehicle! This was the first time I have ever done that during a run! I may have to live with injuries for the rest of the season (about another month) and then start swimming again, when it is not as easy to get an injury.

Nadine is OK. Nothing special to mention except that she still has a lingering cough.

That’s about it for now. Hope you are OK. Think of you often.

Cheers

Dad
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